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Curriculum Policy

Mission statement:

Our mission is to support children to become active confident life long learners. 
Our focus is centred around the unique child ensuring that every child is offered equal opportunities to be able to grow within our setting as individuals.  The cornerstones of our curriculum; Independence, Communication and Wellbeing enrich our environment and drive our curriculum.  We believe that being responsive to children with focus on these three underlying values enhances their potential to become active, confident, exploratory and communicative learners. 


Aims

At Close to Home our curriculum aims to focus and centre around the interests and curiosities of the children extending meaningful experiences.  
We strive to promote independence, a healthy mind, body and soul alongside confident communication.
We aim to facilitate our children’s` right to be heard. The chance to communicate their preferences, ideas and thoughts via a variety of communication strategies and opportunities.
We hold high value towards the natural environment and regard this as integral to our curriculum.  We endeavor to cultivate children with a love for the outdoors, an understanding of sustainability and a passion to protect the planet.  
We aim to provide a welcoming, safe, happy, homelike environment where all can flourish. 


Early Years Foundation Stage

Close to Home delivers the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework. This is a government document that all schools and Ofsted-registered early years providers in England must follow. It sets standards for the learning, development and care of your child from birth to 5 years old. The standards ensure your child will learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe.
Three formal assessments take place during the EYFS: 
• Two-Year Progress Check (this will happen between the ages of 24 to 36 months)
• Reception Baseline Assessment (at the start of the reception year) 
• Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (at the end of the EYFS) 
Your child’s Early Years Foundation Stage Profile will be shared with you at the end of the EYFS which is reception year at school. This will inform you of your child’s progress and whether they have met or are continuing to work towards their early learning goals (ELGs). There are specific ELGs your child is expected to achieve by the end of the EYFS and we will guide a child’s learning, adapting to meet individual needs, towards achievement of these. 

The EYFS framework outlines seven areas of learning, development and educational programmes. There are three prime areas of learning,
Personal, Social and Emotional
Communication Language 
Physical Development
which are particularly important for your child’s development and future learning: 

Alongside these there are four specific areas of learning, 
Mathematics
Literacy
Understanding the world
Expressive Arts 
through which the prime areas are strengthened and applied.
We will follow your child’s needs and interests to engage them in challenging and enjoyable activities and experiences.   This link to parents guide to EYFS provides insight into what we may be observing in each of the learning areas and what to expect. 




Weaved into the components of these 7 areas’ we enhance our curriculum with the following key strands
1) We teach our children how to look after their planet, instilling a value for sustainability.  We use the outdoors as a rich learning environment and commit to investing in natural recycled resources.   The children are encouraged to become involved in the weekly recycling when putting things in the bin. They are enabled to be local litter picking champions and in our garden allotment and community allotments grow their own foods to harvest along with compost their food waste.  We learn about renewable energy and what we can do at home to reduce carbon footprint and protect our planet.
2) Children are supported to learn Makaton as soon as they join us, starting in the baby room we model several signs for common communications.  They are enabled to develop independence in sharing thoughts and needs via this early form of communication. This develops with them throughout their early years journey.   
3) A promotive programme of Oral health activities and awareness. 
4) We include simple elements of various languages in to our day with the aim of highlighting the use of differing languages around the world.  We also embrace any languages that families may use embracing individuals ‘cultural backpacks’  and use them within story and song time along with simple daily exchanges. 




Pedagogy

Our holistic approach aspires for children to become independent, confident, communicative learners, these attributes are embedded cornerstones of our ethos: Wellbeing, Communication & Independence, our commitment to develop them sits at the base of our curriculum. Our pedagogical approach focuses on working with the whole child: body, mind, feelings, spirit and creativity.

Our curriculum and pedagogy are inspired by a variety of early years pedagogical influences. 

[bookmark: _Hlk169859451]In Similar style to New Zealands Te Whariki approach we believe the notion that principles of the EYFS are interwoven and the strands of our ethos, dispositions and cultural backpacks are woven within it to create a curriculum for all.  ‘A mat for all to stand on’ (Education.go.nz , accessed 2019)
We believe that all children are born with immense potential and enjoy many group collaborative activities such as building large structures, giant art work and collective talents shows. We promote self selection of games and activities and recognise that learning outcomes from all areas can intertwine within all experiences.  We also recognise the value of community and embrace the enhancements that interaction with people from our community brings our curriculum. 
Our pedagogical approach mirrors the aspiration to support ‘Competent and confident learners and communicators, healthy in mind, body and spirit, secure in their sense of belonging and in the knowledge that they make a valued contribution to society’ (Education.go.nz , accessed 2019)

Our perspective identifies aspects similar to the Montessori approach. We encourage children to learn through discovering the answer to their investigations and our environment promotes freedom of choice within clear, firm and reasonable boundaries. 
Your child will be encouraged to be independent in their learning and development, we aspire for the children to be confident in sharing achievements and asking “please help me to do it”
‘The greatest gifts we can give our children are the roots of responsibility and the wings of independence” (Dr M Montessori) 
We recognise and respect the importance of open honest communication.  We value children as natural communicators who are competent, strong amazing individuals.  We place strong value on supporting children to communicate in a variety of verbal or non-verbal languages.  We are inspired by Italian educational philosophy the Reggio Emillia approach which identifies a ‘hundred languages of children’ recognising gestures, glances and emotion as valuable communication.  Any time can be a fun interactive song time or story time and we promote participation, democracy and communication throughout the day.  

Our child led and adult led activities are enhanced with open ended questions and sustained shared thinking exchanges, these are key to our curriculum and in the moment planning.  
Anna Ephgrave’s ‘Planning in the moment’ approach resonates with how we practice at Close to Home.  We have implemented this approach for many years recognising that children are natural explorers and ‘actively engaged in construction and reconstruction of their own learning’ (A, Ephgrave 2020) we observe high level involvement moments documenting these in photograph and written methods recorded in the form of a daily dairy. This enables an observation, assessment and planning style that intwines in the day to day flow. 

Activities and learning moments will link in with your child’s patterns of play or ‘schema’ to ensure that they are fully engaged with the moment.  Schemas are those repeated patterns seen in children’s behaviour, and they link directly to the development and strengthening of cognitive structures in the brain. 
Recognising which schemas are present in children’s play we can enhance our understanding of personal interests and ideas and extend children’s thinking and learning in styles suitable to them. 
Our document C2H pedagogical influences goes into detail about how our pedagogy links in with existing theories. 
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Independence

Introducing independence into the everyday for children is the best way to lay foundations and support all areas of development. 

[bookmark: _Hlk168910362]Our programme supports children to develop:
· Positive approaches to learning and finding out about the world around them.
· Confidence in themselves, their ideas and their ability to do things, and valuing their own achievements.
· Understanding of their emotions and how to regulate them in a way that best suits them. 
· Knowledge of own body and what a healthy lifestyle is. 
· Independence in self care
· [bookmark: _Hlk168658665]Their ability to get on, work and make friendships with other people, both children and adults.
· [bookmark: _Hlk168659795]Their awareness of, and being able to keep to, the boundaries and rules that we all need to help us to look after ourselves, other people and our environment.
· Independence in accessing opportunities in a range of environments
· Their ability to dress and undress themselves, and look after their personal hygiene needs. 
· Their ability to expect to have their ways of doing things respected and to respect other people's ways of doing things.
· Their ability to get on, work and make friendships with other people, both children and adults.
· Their awareness of, and being able to keep to, the rules which we all need to help us to look after ourselves, other people and our environment.
· Their ability to dress and undress themselves, and look after their personal hygiene needs. 
· Their ability to expect to have their ideas and ways of doing things respected and to respect other people's ways of doing things.
· Understanding of risk assessing and keeping safe
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Wellbeing

Promoting children and young people’s wellbeing is a key part of keeping them safe, helping them develop and ensuring they have positive outcomes into adulthood 

Our programme supports children to develop:
· Their strong sense of self and self esteem
· Confidence in sharing “I am and I can”
· High self-efficacy and celebration of achievement
· Healthy sleeping patterns
· A Healthy approach to eating and understanding of food 
· Effective oral health routines 
· Physically active lifestyles and appreciation for what being healthy means
· A feeling of belonging, purpose and self worth
· Sensitivity to their own and others needs
· As a kind and caring member of the community
· Expression through a range of media
· Knowledge of what is important to them, their family and what makes us unique
· Skills in recognising and managing a range of emotions
· An understanding of how to use our senses to support self regulation
· Friendships and connection with others
· Confidence that they are listened to, acknowledged and affirmed and their contribution is sought and valued.
· A sense of inner peace, and enjoyment
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Communication

  Nurturing Communication enables a pathway for children to inform, to express feelings, to imagine, to influence and to meet social expectations. 

Our programme supports children to develop:
· Conversational skills with one other person, in small groups and in large groups to talk with and listen to others.
· As an active contributor
· Ability to verbalise and communicate choices, opinions, needs and interests
· Understanding and use of a variety of communication methods.
· Knowledge that communication can be facilitated via different means e.g. drawings, emails, verbalisations, gestures, written word
· An extensive vocabulary by learning the meaning of - and being able to use - new words.
· Their ability to use words to describe their experiences, problems they encounter and problem solving processes. 
· Knowledge of the sounds and letters that make up the words we use.
· Ability to listen to, and talk about, stories.
· Respect for how to handle books and knowledge that they can be a source of stories and information.
· Knowledge of the purposes for which we use writing; and making their own attempts at writing. 
· Awareness of languages in the wider world




















How Will I Know How My Child Is Doing?


Our curriculum is a shared journey with parents, the community and our setting, we ensure a connection with families through day to day conversation, written daily diaries, social media, emails and regular stay and play sessions. 
Each child in the EYFS has a key person who will work in partnership with you, sharing information about your child during the entire time they are with us. 
Close to Home uses observational diary entries and annotated photographs to record and share what your child has been doing and key achievements from this.  Any in the moment next steps are highlighted and monitored through our diaries.   
Your diary will be shared daily for under 1’s and within your entry will be daily wellbeing and care information such as nappies, milk feeds and sleeps.  Once your child moves to our 2-3’s room the diary is shared weekly.   
Our staff team use their professional knowledge and observations to understand your child’s progression of development and we share with you a document developed by the Department for Education What to expect and when? To support you in developing knowledge of potential learning journey pathways for your child. 

If they have any concerns about your child's progress, they will discuss these with you.  At Close to Home we will formally observe and write an overview of development for children at the end of every term. For our children under 2 these will be for the prime areas only and for over 2 years old an overview on all 7 areas will be written and shared at informal meetings with you. 
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