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General Welfare Requirement: Organisation
Providers must plan and organise their systems to ensure that every child receives an enjoyable and challenging learning and development experience that is tailored to meet their individual needs.

Funded Early years Entitlement Policy

It is our intention to make our setting accessible to children and families from all backgrounds.   We will provide the Early Years Entitlement on a flexible basis for 38 weeks or 50 weeks of the year dependant on your choice.  All of our spaces can be used for FEEE hours and we will split funding with one other setting if required. 

The Funded Early Years Entitlement (FEEE) is available via the following options:
15  hours per week x 38 weeks    or     11.4 hours per week x 50 weeks.
 
To stretch the funding we divide the annual allowance across weeks we are open.
15 hours = 570/50 = 11.4 hours per week
30 hours = 1140/50 = 22.8 hours per week

Our FEEE offer is open to:
· 9 months olds with working parents (FEEE1W),

· 2 year olds that meet disadvantaged families criteria (FEEE2) 
If you receive extra support from the government, you may meet the criteria for disadvantaged families and be entitled to FEEE2.  Please use the following link to review the full criteria and begin your application 2 year funding.

· 2 year olds with working parents (FEEE2W)

· All 3 & 4 year old (FEEE3&4) 
Some families may be eligible for an extended 15 hours funding for their 3 or 4 year old. For working parents information please follow this link Best start in life
 
If you are applying for working family funding you will need to complete the parent agreement form that will be sent to you from us via email and then return this form along with a copy of your child’s birth certificate prior to the deadline date for that term:
31st March, 31st August, 31st December.

Once relevant documents have been attended to, your data is entered into Essex County Council’s headcount system and funding commences as scheduled below. 





The cut off dates to be eligible for funding are as follows:

	A child born on or between
	Will become eligible for a free place from

	1 April and 31 August

	1 September following their 9th month/2nd or 3rd birthday

	1 September and 31 December

	1 January following their 9th month/2nd or 3rd birthday

	1 January and 31 March

	1 April following their 9th month/2nd or 3rd birthday





Our Delivery of the FEEE is as follows:

[image: ]      Can be claimed 5 days per week 

[image: ]b    Can be claimed between 8am and 6pm.  (You are welcome to attend between 7am and 7pm the out of hours charge will be applied where applicable) 

[image: ]      Is streamed across your booked out days and hours. 

Example of application of 15 hours funding as follows:
Monday 8- 5 = 9 hours  
Wednesday 8-5 = 6 hours
(Any hours you attend outside of your funding allowance will be charged at the current hourly rate) 

[image: ]      We are closed bank holiday Mondays, funding can not be carried over from these days. 

[image: ]      Funding can be received for 38 weeks of the year or can be split pro rata to be received over 50 weeks of the year providing we are the sole receivers of your funding allowance.

[image: ]I    If you choose to split your funding across 50 weeks the remaining two weeks of the year are holiday weeks in which you are charged half of any full fee hours attended.

[image: ]     If you receive extended funding and do not respond to renewal emails from the government or submit requested data before the cut off dates we are unable to claim the extra 15 hours, you will be charged accordingly. 

[image: ]     Should you cancel your contract with Close to Home after we have received payment of the Early Years Entitlement, transfer of the funding to another setting is offered once the required 4 week notice period has ended.

[image: ]      Funding does not cover meals, snacks or consumables. These are optional and if applicable will continue to be charged separately and listed on your invoice. 
Extra funding available.
Early Years Pupil Premium (EYPP)
The Early Years Pupil Premium provides additional funding for early years providers to improve the education of 3- and 4-year-old children from families who may need extra support.
If your child is eligible, our setting receives extra funding to help enhance their learning experiences — for example, by providing additional resources, staff training, or small-group activities.
Who may be eligible:
· Families in receipt of certain benefits (such as Universal Credit, Income Support, or Jobseeker’s Allowance)
· Children who are looked after by the local authority or have been adopted from care
When you become funded we will provide a funding form for completion.  This has an EYPP section so we can check eligibility and ensure your child benefits from this support.
Disability Access Fund (DAF)
The Disability Access Fund is additional funding to help early years settings make reasonable adjustments to support children with disabilities or special educational needs.
If your child receives Disability Living Allowance (DLA) and is entitled to funded early education (15 or 30 hours), our setting can receive this annual payment to improve access and inclusion — for example, by purchasing specialist equipment or making environmental adjustments.
We will always work in partnership with you to identify how best to use this funding to meet your child’s individual needs.
Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI)
The IDACI is not funding given directly to parents, but a measure used by local authorities to assess levels of deprivation in different areas. It helps identify which children or settings may qualify for additional support through local or government programmes.
Your postcode may be used by the local authority to determine eligibility for certain grants or targeted support for your child’s education.


Special Educational Needs Inclusion Fund (SENIF)
The SEN Inclusion Fund provides additional financial support for early years settings working with children who have emerging or identified special educational needs.
If your child requires extra help beyond what is normally provided through high-quality teaching, we may apply for SENIF funding to support their development — for example, through additional staffing, targeted interventions, or specialist resources.  We will always discuss any application with you and involve you in planning and reviewing your child’s support.
The Best Start In Life website has all the information about funding available for your family along with a range of parenting support. 



	This policy was adopted at a meeting of
	CLOSE TO HOME 
	name of setting

	Held on
	03/02/2025
	(date)

	Date to be reviewed
	MAR 2026
	(date)

	Signed on behalf of the management committee
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	Name of signatory
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	Role of signatory (e.g. chair/owner)
	MANAGING DIRECTOR
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